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Curriculum Intent 

Aims 

Our Geography curriculum aims to ensure that all pupils:  

-Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical 
context for understanding the actions of processes  

-Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time are 
competent with Geography skills: 

-Collecting, analysing and communicating with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes  

-Interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)  

-Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 

 

Key Stage 1 

In Key Stage 1, pupils will develop knowledge about the world the United Kingdom and their locality. Our Geography curriculum allows pupils to do all of these things, and compare and contrast their local are 
to other areas of the UK, and in turn the wider world.  

As can be seen through the Key Stage One Curriculum, pupils progressively build on the skills they have learnt. Moving from a study of the local area and a local case study, to drawing maps in order to know 
where they are situated in terms of other major landmarks in the local area. Then in turn, pupils will move on to studying a more regional area of the UK, the Yorkshire seaside. This gives pupils the opportunity to 
compare this location, to their locality and apply map skills learnt in previous units.  

Pupils will also consider the different seasons and how they are different. They will compare the seasons in the UK to seasons in other countries. The ‘Hot and Cold Places’ unit again allows pupils to compare and 
contrast climates across the world to the UK and consider why there are different climate zones. They will also consider pollution, which is discussed in our seaside topic, through waste being washed up on our 
beaches.  

These units also allow discussion across the curriculum, with different areas of the UK being studied in history. Pupils have the opportunity to look in more depth where these places are, using atlases and map skills.  

As per the unit overviews in Geography, location knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical geography and Geographical skills and fieldwork are woven throughout these units.  

 

Key Stage Two 

Pupils will extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of 
the world’s most significant human and physical features. They will develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. 

Pupils have the opportunity to build on knowledge from Key Stage one. In their local study, pupils will develop skills acquired in their Key Stage One local study, such as map skills, comparing infrastructure, 
population, landmarks and map work. Units of work also allow pupils to learn about areas of the world studied in history, such as Italy (Ancient Rome) and The River Nile (Ancient Egypt). Studying these from a 
different angle gives pupils a richer understanding of how History and Geography go hand in hand.  

The issue of pollution is also developed in the ‘Plastic Pollution’ unit adding to the issues around waste and recycling in the ‘Seaside/ Recycling’ unit in Key Stage One. Pupils study the differences between 
seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK, then equatorial and polar regions, building on the four seasons unit studied in Key Stage One. 
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A local Study: our local area 
 
-To develop knowledge of the 
location of significant places 
around school 
-Use simple fieldwork skills in order to 
study the immediate surroundings of 
the classroom and the school. 
-To know understand the sense of 
place in relation to home and 
school. 
-To know how you get to school 
using routes and a simple map. 
-To know how to follow and give 
directional language. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Drawing Maps: Direction 
 
-To know Different types of 
maps and explain some key 
features of maps 
-To know how to draw a 
simple sketch map of the 
school and local area 
-To know the four points on a 
compass and use these to 
give directions. 
-To know how to  a simple 
route around the local area 
using key vocabulary. 
- To know how to use an 
atlas to locate the four 
countries of the UK 

The Seaside/ Recycling 
 
-To know key words used to 
describe different places, 
including local seaside 
locations 
-To locate the nearest 
seaside resort using a map 
and the map skills learnt in 
the previous unit. 
Classify key features into 
‘natural’ and ‘man-made’ 
-To know how seaside resorts 
have changed over time, 
considering the seaside 
holidays of the past. 
-To describe the features of 
a local seaside resort 
(Scarborough/ Whitby) 
-Visit a seaside resort and 
carry out fieldwork to 
observe and study the 
difference between the 
seaside and our local area.  
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The Four Seasons 
 
-To know the four seasons 
-To know the different types 
of weather (sunshine, rain, 
snow, wind). 
-Make observations about 
the weather. 
-To know how to collect and 
record simple data about 
the weather in our local 
area. 
-To know about changes 
across the seasons in the UK. 
-To know how and why the 
length of the day changes 
with the seasons. 
 
 

 Hot and Cold Places 
 
-To know the locations of 
different hot and cold 
places in the world 
- Use world maps to practise 
the above. 
-To know the location of hot 
and cold places in relation 
to the equator and North 
and South Pole. 
-To know of the four climate 
Zones of the world and 
identify which climate zone 
Europe and the UK is in. 
-To know some major 
countries and cities in each 
climate zone. 
 

A Local Study: Harrogate 
 
To know about the locality 
outside of school 
-To know and understand 
the significance of 
landmarks and physical 
features around the school 
environment from a previous 
unit. 
-To describe features in local 
area in Geographical terms. 
-To know how to use maps to 
gather information about the 
local area. 
-To use aerial photos to 
identify these physical and 
human features. 
- To know and use basic 
map symbols. 
-To know how to use a 
compass symbols and 
locational and directional 
language. 
-To know how Harrogate 
compares to other parts of 
the country (London?) 

 

 

 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 



 

K
S2

 C
yc

le
 A

 (
LK

S2
) 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

London 
-To know the Geographical similarities and differences 
between London and the local area (Harrogate) 
-To know where London is on a map of the UK and 
that it is the capital of the UK 
-To know how a difference in population leads to a 
difference in the infrastructure of a place (travel, 
facilities etc) 
-To know how London compares to other cities in the 
UK, in terms of human Geography.  
-To know how London has grown to meet the needs of 
its population.  
-To know about the major landmarks of London and 
their cultural importance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 A Local Study: Skipton 
-To know the Geographical similarities 
and differences between London and 
the local area (Harrogate) 
-To know where London is on a map of 
the UK and that it is the capital of the 
UK 
-To know how a difference in 
population leads to a difference in the 
infrastructure of a place (travel, 
facilities etc) 
-To know how London compares to 
other cities in the UK, in terms of human 
Geography.  
-To know how London has grown to 
meet the needs of its population.  
-To know about the major landmarks of 
London and their cultural importance. 

Earthquakes and Volcanoes 
-To know the structure of a volcano 
-To know that volcanoes can be active, 
dormant or extinct 
-To know that the Earth’s crust is split into 
tectonic plates and this leads to the formation 
of volcanoes and causes earthquakes. 
-To know and analyse why people still live near 
volcanoes, considering the human and physical 
geography. 
-To know what causes an earthquake 
-To know the features of an earthquake and 
consider why people live where earthquakes 
occur. 
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Weather and Climate 
-To know the differences between seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the context of the UK. 
-To observe and describe daily weather patterns 
-To know the way in which the seasonal weather in 
equatorial and polar regions differ from the weather in 
the United Kingdom. 
-To know about the Earth’s climate and the difference 
between weather and climate. Identify the location of 
hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the 
Equator and North and South Pole. 
To know how weather and climate affects human 
activities. 

 Study of a European Country: Italy 
To know where Italy is in the world. 
-To know the geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of another place 
(Brazil) and Italy. 
-To know the capital and Major cities of 
Italy. 
-To know where Italy lies within Europe, 
concentrating on its key physical and 
human geographical features. 
-To know how volcanoes erupt and the 
human and physical impact this had on 
Pompeii. (link to volcanoes unit of work). 
-To know about Italy’s different weather, 
habitat and wildlife. 
-To know that Italy has a temperate climate 
(link to weather unit of work). 
-To know about the culture of Italy, 
including food and the arts. 

 Sustainability: Farming 
-To know about the changes that have taken 
place in farming in the UK. 
-To know about the origins of some of the foods 
we eat.  
-To know the reasons why farming has changed 
over the last 70 years. 
-To know about the similarities and differences 
between a farm in the early 1900s and a 
modern farm.  
-To understand how a growth in population has 
contributed to farming changes. 
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Study of a South American Country: Brazil 
-To know where Brazil is in the world. 
-To know the geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography 
of a region of the United Kingdom (Yorkshire- refer to 
local studies) and Brazil. 
-To know the capital and Major cities of Brazil 
To know where Brazil lies within South America, 
concentrating on its key physical and human 
geographical features. 
-To know about Brazil’s different ecosystems and how 
these have different weather, habitat and wildlife. 
-To know about Brazil’s weather and climate, building 
on knowledge of ecosystems in Brazil. 

 Egypt: Settlements and Economic Activity- 
The River Nile 
-To know the economic and cultural 
importance of the River Nile in Egypt. 
-To know the journey of the Nile through 
Egypt, learning about some of the main 
geographical features along the length of 
the river. 
-To know about the positive and negative 
effects of the Aswan High Dam on the River 
Nile, considering the impact of less flooding 
on the economy. 
-To know about the physical and human 
geography of the Nile Delta, considering 
what life is like for people living here.  
-To know about the varied uses for the River 
Nile and how these have changed over 
time, from ancient times to present day.  

 Plastic Pollution 
To know that environments can change and 
that this can sometimes pose dangers to living 
things (Link to Science: Living things and their 
habitats). 
-To know how human and physical 
geographical processes interact to influence 
and change environments and the climate. 
-To know about the different ways in which we 
as citizens can contribute to the improvement of 
the local and global environment. (PSHE link- 
citizenship) 
-To know that plastic is single use and if 
incorrectly disposed of can cause significant 
harm to the environment.  
-To know why we use so much plastic and what 
the potential alternatives are in order to improve 
the environment.  
-To know what is being done by global leaders 
and what activists are specifically campaigning 
for. 
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Frozen Kingdoms 
-To know about the polar regions and what makes them so 
inhospitable. 
-To know about the wildlife in the polar regions and learn 
how they survive in such an inhospitable environment. 
-To know about the explorers who have sought to reach the 
North/ South Poles and the challenges they have faced. 
-To know about the climate of the polar regions and why it 
differs to a temperate climate. 
-To know that the location of the polar regions contributes to 
its climate. 
-Understand the effects of climate change on the polar 
regions, exploring the global repercussions of the polar ice 
caps melting.  
-To know about the topographical features of the polar 
regions. 
To effectively compare the Arctic and Antarctic regions, 
identifying similarities and differences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    A Local Study: Knaresborough 
- To know how to locate our local area on a 
world map, before identifying this on a UK map.  
-To know about the physical and human 
features of the area. 
-To know the different types of services in the 
local area (for instance there is a lot of 
agriculture with it being a rural area). 
-To know how to collect and record evidence 
about Knaresborough (population, location, 
services) and draw conclusion about what this 
tells them about the area. 
-To know how Knaresborough compares to 
other parts of the country/ world (Leeds/ 
London/ Brazil/ Italy?) 
 

 


